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Opening Prayer 

Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! Every man of insight confesseth Thy sovereignty and Thy dominion, and 

every discerning eye perceiveth the greatness of Thy majesty and the compelling power of Thy might. The 

winds of tests are powerless to hold back them that enjoy near access to Thee from setting their faces 

towards the horizon of Thy glory, and the tempests of trials must fail to draw away and hinder such as are 

wholly devoted to Thy will from approaching Thy court. Methinks, the lamp of Thy love is burning in their 

hearts, and the light of Thy tenderness is lit within their breasts. Adversities are incapable of estranging 

them from Thy Cause, and the vicissitudes of fortune can never cause them to stray from Thy pleasure.  

I beseech Thee, O my God, by them and by the sighs which their hearts utter in their separation from Thee, 

to keep them safe from the mischief of Thine adversaries, and to nourish their souls with what Thou hast 

ordained for Thy loved ones on whom shall come no fear and who shall not be put to grief. (Bahá'u'lláh - 

Prayers and Meditations, p. 3) 

 

Readings 

1. This is the Day whereon naught can be seen except the splendors of the Light that shineth from the 

face of Thy Lord, the Gracious, the Most Bountiful. Verily, We have caused every soul to expire by 

virtue of Our irresistible and all-subduing sovereignty. We have, then, called into being a new 

creation, as a token of Our grace unto men. I am, verily, the All-Bountiful, the Ancient of Days. 

(Bahá'u'lláh - Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah, pp. 29-30) 

 

2. These sanctified Mirrors, these Day-springs of ancient glory are one and all the Exponents on earth 

of Him Who is the central Orb of the universe, its Essence and ultimate Purpose. From Him proceed 

their knowledge and power; from Him is derived their sovereignty. The beauty of their countenance 

is but a reflection of His image, and their revelation a sign of His deathless glory. (Bahá'u'lláh - The 

Kitab-i-Iqan, pp. 99-100) 
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3. You question about eternal life and the entrance into the Kingdom. The outer expression used for 

the Kingdom is heaven; but this is a comparison and similitude, not a reality or fact, for the 

Kingdom is not a material place; it is sanctified from time and place. It is a spiritual world, a divine 

world, and the center of the Sovereignty of God; it is freed from body and that which is corporeal, 

and it is purified and sanctified from the imaginations of the human world. To be limited to place is 

a property of bodies and not of spirits. Place and time surround the body, not the mind and spirit. 

(Abdu'l-Bahá - Some Answered Questions, p. 241) 

 

Music - "Iseluleko Sami (My First Counsel)" by Young Mbazo & Friends 

 

https://youtu.be/xwOihZsUNAw 

 

4. With this small army Christ conquered the world of the East and the West. . . . The brilliant star of 

His Cause has ascended to the zenith, while night has enveloped and eclipsed His enemies. His 

name, beloved and adored by a few disciples, now commands the reverence of kings and nations of 

the world. His power is eternal; His sovereignty will continue forever, while those who opposed Him 

are sleeping in the dust, their very names unknown, forgotten. The little army of disciples has 

become a mighty cohort of millions. The Heavenly Host, the Supreme Concourse are His legions; 

the Word of God is His sword; the power of God is His victory. (Abdu'l-Bahá - The Promulgation of 

Universal Peace, p. 5) 

 

5. These Essences of Detachment, these resplendent Realities are the channels of God's all-pervasive 

grace. Led by the light of unfailing guidance, and invested with supreme sovereignty, They are 

commissioned to use the inspiration of Their words, the effusions of Their infallible grace and the 

sanctifying breeze of Their Revelation for the cleansing of every longing heart and receptive spirit 

from the dross and dust of earthly cares and limitations. (Bahá'u'lláh - Gleanings from the Writings 

of Baha'u'llah, p. 67) 

 

6. And now, to resume Our argument concerning the question: Why is it that the sovereignty of the 

Qá’im, affirmed in the text of recorded traditions, and handed down by the shining stars of the 

Muḥammadan Dispensation, hath not in the least been made manifest? Nay, the contrary hath 

come to pass. Have not His disciples and companions been afflicted of men? Are they not still the 

victims of the fierce opposition of their enemies? Are they not today leading the life of abased and 

impotent mortals? Yea, the sovereignty attributed to the Qá’im and spoken of in the scriptures is a 

reality, the truth of which none can doubt. This sovereignty, however, is not the sovereignty which 

the minds of men have falsely imagined. Moreover, the Prophets of old, each and every one, 

whenever announcing to the people of their day the advent of the coming Revelation, have 

invariably and specifically referred to that sovereignty with which the promised Manifestation must 

needs be invested. This is attested by the records of the scriptures of the past. This sovereignty 

hath not been solely and exclusively attributed to the Qá’im. Nay rather, the attribute of 

sovereignty and all other names and attributes of God have been and will ever be vouchsafed unto 

all the Manifestations of God, before and after Him, inasmuch as these Manifestations, as it hath 

already been explained, are the Embodiments of the attributes of God, the Invisible, and the 

Revealers of the divine mysteries. (Baha’u’llah – Kitab-i-iqan) 

 

Music – “Verily I Say” by Nadia & Roshan 

 

https://youtu.be/urJyeAmuem8 

https://youtu.be/xwOihZsUNAw
https://youtu.be/urJyeAmuem8
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7. Take heed lest the deeds wrought by the embodiments of idle fancy sadden you or the acts 

committed by every wayward oppressor grieve you. Seize ye the chalice of constancy through the 

power of His Name, quaff then therefrom by virtue of the sovereignty of God, the Powerful, the 

Omnipotent. Thus hath the Day-Star of My tender compassion and loving-kindness shone forth 

above the horizon of this Tablet that ye may render thanks unto your Lord, the Almighty, the All-

Bountiful. (Bahá'u'lláh - Tablets of Baha'u'llah, p. 247) 

 

8. By Thy glory! Were all the peoples of the earth to join together to harm a single one of the people 

of Bahá, they would find themselves powerless, for all that they see as harming Thy chosen ones is 

as light unto them and as fire unto Thine enemies. Were it not for the confinement, in the Most 

Great Prison, of Him Who is the Exponent of Thy transcendent sovereignty, how would Thy Cause 

have been promulgated, Thy sovereignty manifested, Thy might proclaimed, and the truth of Thy 

signs established? Would that I Myself had borne all the tribulations of the world, out of love for 

Thee and for Thy creatures! (Selections from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh) 

 

9. Take heed lest pride deter you from recognizing the Source of Revelation; lest the things of this 

world shut you out as by a veil from Him Who is the Creator of heaven. Arise, and serve Him Who is 

the Desire of all nations, Who hath created you through a word from Him, and ordained you to be, 

for all time, the emblems of His sovereignty. (Bahá'u'lláh - Proclamation of Baha'u'llah, p.6) 

 

 Closing Prayer 

He is the Most Holy, the Most Glorious. 

Praise be to Thee, O my God, that the dawn of Thy Ridván Festival hath broken, and that therein one who 

had sought Thy presence hath attained his goal, O Thou our Lord, the Most Merciful! How numerous are 

Thy loved ones, O my God, who traversed the sands of Syria in their longing to gaze on Thy beauty but who 

were prevented from attaining the court of Thy transcendent oneness by reason of the misdeeds of Thy 

foes, who have disbelieved in Thee and gainsaid Thy sovereignty. 

O Lord! Look upon the oppressors of Thy people with the eye of Thine avenging wrath. By Thy might! Their 

iniquity hath reached such heights as none can reckon save Thyself, Who knowest all things. Thy loved 

ones acquiesced to captivity and confinement in this prison, and yet their enemies were still not satisfied, 

so intense was their hatred for the Manifestation of Thy Cause. Blessed be the man of insight who seeth in 

all that hath befallen him in Thy path naught save that which shall exalt his station and magnify Thy Cause, 

O Thou the Lord of the worlds! 

By Thy glory! Were all the peoples of the earth to join together to harm a single one of the people of Bahá, 

they would find themselves powerless, for all that they see as harming Thy chosen ones is as light unto 

them and as fire unto Thine enemies. Were it not for the confinement, in the Most Great Prison, of Him 

Who is the Exponent of Thy transcendent sovereignty, how would Thy Cause have been promulgated, Thy 

sovereignty manifested, Thy might proclaimed, and the truth of Thy signs established? Would that I Myself 

had borne all the tribulations of the world, out of love for Thee and for Thy creatures! 

O Lord! Open Thou the eyes of Thy servants, that they may behold Thee at all times seated upon the 

throne of Thy grandeur and supreme over all who are in heaven and on earth. Potent art Thou to do what 

Thou willest. No God is there but Thee, the Almighty, the Most Powerful. (Selections from the Writings of 

Bahá’u’lláh) 


