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Opening Prayer 

Praise be to Thee, O Lord my God! I am the one who hath sought the good pleasure of Thy will, and 

directed his steps towards the seat of Thy gracious favors. I am he who hath forsaken his all, who hath fled 

to Thee for shelter, who hath set his face towards the tabernacle of Thy revelation and the adored 

sanctuary of Thy glory.’… I beseech Thee to grant that I may be numbered with them that have quaffed the 

wine that is life indeed from the hands of Thy gracious providence, and have rid themselves, in Thy path, of 

all attachment to Thy creatures, and been so inebriated with Thy manifold wisdom that they hastened to 

the field of sacrifice with Thy praise on their lips and Thy remembrance in their hearts. Send down, also, 

upon me, O my God, that which will wash me from anything that is not of Thee, and deliver me from Thine 

enemies who have disbelieved in Thy signs.  

Potent art Thou to do what Thou willest. No God is there beside Thee, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting. 

(Bahá'u'lláh, Prayers and Meditations, CXXI, pp. 206-207) 

Readings 

1. Know thou for a certainty that the Will of God is not limited by the standards of the people, and 

God doth not tread in their ways. Rather is it incumbent upon everyone to firmly adhere to God's 

straight Path. Were He to pronounce the right to be the left or the south to be the north, He 

speaketh the truth and there is no doubt of it. Verily He is to be praised in His acts and to be 

obeyed in His behests. He hath no associate in His judgement nor any helper in His sovereignty. He 

doeth whatsoever He willeth and ordaineth whatsoever He pleaseth. (Bahá’u’lláh, Tablets of 

Bahá’u’lláh, p. 109) 

 

2. O people of God! Do not busy yourselves in your own concerns; let your thoughts be fixed upon 

that which will rehabilitate the fortunes of mankind and sanctify the hearts and souls of men. This 

can best be achieved through pure and holy deeds, through a virtuous life and a goodly behavior. 

Valiant acts will ensure the triumph of this Cause, and a saintly character will reinforce its power. 

Cleave unto righteousness, O people of Bahá! This, verily, is the commandment which this wronged 

One hath given unto you, and the first choice of His unrestrained Will for every one of you. 

(Bahá'u'lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah, pp. 93-94) 
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3. O thou who art turning thy face towards God! Close thine eyes to all things else, and open them to 

the realm of the All-Glorious. Ask whatsoever thou wishest of Him alone; seek whatsoever thou 

seekest from Him alone. With a look He granteth a hundred thousand hopes, with a glance He 

healeth a hundred thousand incurable ills, with a nod He layeth balm on every wound, with a 

glimpse He freeth the hearts from the shackles of grief. He doeth as He doeth, and what recourse 

have we? He carrieth out His Will, He ordaineth what He pleaseth. Then better for thee to bow 

down thy head in submission, and put thy trust in the All-Merciful Lord. (Selections from the 

Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, p. 51) 

 

Music - "O Son of Being" by Bakang Nakedi 

 

https://youtu.be/hxKsMp7g5d4 

 

4. To every discerning and illumined heart it is evident that God, the unknowable Essence, the divine 

Being, is immensely exalted beyond every human attribute, such as corporeal existence, ascent and 

descent, egress and regress. Far be it from His glory that human tongue should adequately recount 

His praise, or that human heart comprehend His fathomless mystery. He is and hath ever been 

veiled in the ancient eternity of His Essence, and will remain in His Reality everlastingly hidden from 

the sight of men. "No vision taketh in Him, but He taketh in all vision; He is the Subtile, the All-

Perceiving." No tie of direct intercourse can possibly bind Him to His creatures. He standeth exalted 

beyond and above all separation and union, all proximity and remoteness. No sign can indicate His 

presence or His absence; inasmuch as by a word of His command all that are in heaven and on 

earth have come to exist, and by His wish, which is the Primal Will itself, all have stepped out of 

utter nothingness into the realm of being, the world of the visible. (Bahá'u'lláh, The Kitab-i-Iqan, p. 

98) 

 

5. When you consider nature itself, however, you see that it has neither awareness nor will. For 

instance, the nature of fire is to burn; it burns without consciousness or will. The nature of water is 

to flow; it flows without consciousness or will. The nature of the sun is to shed light; it shines 

without consciousness or will. The nature of vapour is to rise; it rises without consciousness or will. 

It is therefore evident that the natural movements of all created things are compelled, and that 

nothing moves of its own will save animals and, in particular, man. 

Man is able to resist and oppose nature inasmuch as he discovers the natures of things and, by 

virtue of this discovery, has mastery over nature itself. Indeed, all the crafts that man has devised 

proceed from this discovery. For example, he has invented the telegraph, which connects the East 

and the West. It is therefore evident that man rules over nature. (Abdul’Baha – Some Answered 

Questions) 

 

6. Bahá'u'lláh has drawn the circle of unity, He has made a design for the uniting of all the peoples, 

and for the gathering of them all under the shelter of the tent of universal unity. This is the work of 

the Divine Bounty, and we must all strive with heart and soul until we have the reality of unity in 

our midst, and as we work, so will strength be given unto us. Leave all thought of self, and strive 

only to be obedient and submissive to the Will of God. In this way only shall we become citizens of 

the Kingdom of God, and attain unto life everlasting. (Abdul’Baha - Paris Talks) 

 

Music – "No One But Thee" by Calla Kinglit 

 

https://youtu.be/UqgAPRCjykk 

https://youtu.be/hxKsMp7g5d4
https://youtu.be/UqgAPRCjykk
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7. By My Beauty! Nothing whatsoever shall, in this Day, be accepted from you, though ye continue to 

worship and prostrate yourselves before God throughout the eternity of His dominion. For all 

things are dependent upon His Will, and the worth of all acts is conditioned upon His acceptance 

and pleasure. The whole universe is but a handful of clay in His grasp. Unless one recognize God 

and love Him, his cry shall not be heard by God in this Day. This is of the essence of His Faith, did ye 

but know it.Will ye be content with that which is like the vapor in a plain, and be willing to forgo the 

Ocean Whose waters refresh, by virtue of the Will of God, the souls of men? Woe unto you, for 

having repaid the bounty of God with so vain and contemptible a thing! Ye are, indeed, of them 

that have rejected Me in My previous Revelation. Would that your hearts could comprehend! 

Arise, and, under the eyes of God, atone for your failures in duty towards Him. This is My 

commandment unto you, were ye to incline your ears unto My commandment. (Baha’u’llah) 

 

8. O thou maid-servant of God! 

Glad-tidings unto thee because of my address and answer to thee! God hath purified thee from 

iniquities when He hath drowned thee in the sea of His mercy and made thee drink the cup of faith 

and the pure wine of knowledge. Well done! Well done! because thou hast desired the 

evanescence of thy will for the will of God, sought the augmentation of the love of God, the 

enlargement of the knowledge of God and straightforwardness in the path of God. I ask God to 

assist thee under all conditions and to enable thee to attain the utmost of hopes. (Tablets of 

Abdul’Baha – Volume 2) 

 

9. The Manifestations of God have come into the world to free man from these bonds and chains of 

the world of nature. Although They walked upon the earth, They lived in heaven. They were not 

concerned about material sustenance and prosperity of this world. 

Their bodies were subjected to inconceivable distress, but Their spirits ever soared in the highest 

realms of ecstasy. The purpose of Their coming, Their teaching and suffering was the freedom of 

man from himself. Shall we, therefore, follow in Their footsteps, escape from this cage of the body 

or continue subject to its tyranny? Shall we pursue the phantom of a mortal happiness which does 

not exist or turn toward the tree of life and the joys of its eternal fruits? 

I have come to this country in the advanced years of my life, undergoing difficulties of health and 

climate because of excessive love for the friends of God. It is my wish that they may be assisted to 

become servants of the heavenly Kingdom, captives in the service of the will of God. This captivity is 

freedom; this sacrifice is glorification; this labor is reward; this need is bestowal. For service in love 

for mankind is unity with God. He who serves has already entered the Kingdom and is seated at the 

right hand of his Lord. (Abdul’Baha – Promulgation of Universal Peace part 1) 

 

 Closing Prayer 

Unto Thee be praise, O Lord my God! … Suffer me not, O my Lord, to be deprived of the knowledge of Thee 

in Thy days, and divest me not of the robe of Thy guidance. Give me to drink of the river that is life indeed 

… Thou art He Who from everlasting was, through the potency of His might, supreme over all things, and, 

through the operation of His will, was able to ordain all things. Nothing whatsoever, whether in Thy heaven 

or on Thy earth, can frustrate Thy purpose…. Thou art the Great Giver, the Ever-Forgiving, the Most 

Compassionate. (Bahá'u'lláh, Prayers and Meditations, II, pp. 4-5) 


