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Opening Prayer 

Magnified be Thy Name, O Lord my God! I am the one who hath turned his face towards Thee and hath 

placed his whole reliance in Thee. I implore Thee by Thy Name whereby the ocean of Thine utterance hath 

surged and the breezes of Thy knowledge have stirred, to grant that I may be graciously aided to serve Thy 

Cause and be inspired to remember Thee and praise Thee. Send down then upon me from the heaven of 

Thy generosity that which will preserve me from anyone but Thee and will profit me in all Thy worlds. 

Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the Inaccessible, the Supreme, the Knowing, the Wise. (Baha’u’llah) 

Readings 

1. I shall restate here My theme, that perchance this may assist thee in recognizing thy Creator. Know 

thou that God - exalted and glorified be He - doth in no wise manifest His inmost Essence and 

Reality. From time immemorial He hath been veiled in the eternity of His Essence and concealed in 

the infinitude of His own Being. And when He purposed to manifest His beauty in the kingdom of 

names and to reveal His glory in the realm of attributes, He brought forth His Prophets from the 

invisible plane to the visible, that His name "the Manifest" might be distinguished from "the 

Hidden" and His name "the Last" might be discerned from "the First", and that there may be 

fulfilled the words: "He is the First and the Last; the Seen and the Hidden; and He knoweth all 

things!"33 Thus hath He revealed these most excellent names and most exalted words in the 

Manifestations of His Self and the Mirrors of His Being. (Baha’u’llah – Gem of Divine Mysteries) 

 

2. It is therefore established that all names and attributes return unto these sublime and sanctified 

Luminaries. Indeed, all names are to be found in their names, and all attributes can be seen in their 

attributes. Viewed in this light, if thou wert to call them by all the names of God, this would be true, 

as all these names are one and the same as their own Being. Comprehend then the intent of these 

words, and guard it within the tabernacle of thy heart, that thou mayest recognize the implications 

of thine inquiry, fulfil them according to that which God hath ordained for thee, and thus be 

numbered with those who have attained unto His purpose. (Baha’u’llah – Gem of Divine Mysteries) 

 

3. Thanks be to God, this meeting has a divine meaning. While others are attracted to material things, 

praise be to God, you are attracted to the spiritual. All the inhabitants here amuse themselves with 

dreams of the earth and disguise themselves with fantastic dress during these days; but you are 

occupied with God. In all the theatres one hears songs of the earth, but our song is the divine 

mention. Let us thank God for having led us to this point, to be chosen for the mention of his name. 

He has thrown upon us the light of the kingdom; let us have no thought save this glorification, that 
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our entire happiness may consist in serving him. Let us thank God and implore him continually to 

make us more illumined each day, that we may have more spiritual attraction and render greater 

service to his mention. (Abdul’Baha – Divine Philosophy) 

 

Music - The Greatest Name - A Baha'i Song performed by Shafireh & Shameera 

 

https://youtu.be/qK29wovs_A4 

 

4. Today the enmity and rivalry existing between the religions are over mere words. It is an 

established fact that the followers of all the religions believe in a reality, the benefits of which are 

universal; which reality is a medium between God and man. The Jews call that reality Moses, the 

Christians Christ, the Mussulmans Mohammed, the Buddhists Buddha and the Zoroastrians 

Zoroaster. Now mark well that none of these religionists have ever seen the founders; they have 

only heard his name. Could they overlook these names they would at once realize that all believe in 

a perfect reality which is an intermediary between the Almighty and the creatures. (Abdul’Baha – 

Divine Philosophy) 

 

5. Should you speak to a Jew about the medium or channel between God and man, without referring 

to any particular name or person, he would say, "Yes, this is right, but I say the name of this 

mediator is Moses." If you give the exposition of the divine philosophy to the followers of each 

religion they will agree with you in the abstract, but they will stick to the names of their own 

prophets and arise in contention and strife over these names. The Jew believes in Christ, though he 

knows it not, and is quibbling over the mere name. (Abdul’Baha – Divine Philosophy) 

 

6. O thou cup overflowing with the Wine of the Love of God! 

Know, verily, that the doors of the Kingdom are being opened to the East and West. Verily the 

people neglected the Name of their Lord after expectancy of centuries and ages! However, those 

who consciences were pure, whose hearts were sanctified, urge forward thereto and enter therein 

through every door with faces shining, hearts and spirits rejoiced. Thank God for this great guidance 

and mighty gift! 

O thou whose tongue is uttering the Name of God! 

Turn wholly unto the Lord of Hosts, "Glorious Station" the Manifest; be severed from all things, and 

hold to the robe of the Clement Lord, and enter into the extended shade, until thy Lord confirmeth 

thee by the fragrances of holiness in this promised day, wherein the name of the Kingdom is 

celebrated and spread in all regions. (Tablets of Abdul’Baha – Volume 2) 

 

Music – The Ancient Beauty - Titles of Bahá'u'lláh 

 

https://youtu.be/ziZbcNw3RMA 

 

7. In one era he is called Abraham, at another time Moses, again he is called Buddha, another time 

Jesus, and yet another time Mohammad. All turned to the divine reality for their strength. Those 

who followed Moses accepted him as their mediator; those who followed Zoroaster accepted him 

as their mediator; but all the Israelites deny Zoroaster, and the Zoroastrians deny Moses. They fail 

to see in both the one light. Had the Zoroastrians comprehended the reality of Zoroaster, they 

would have understood Moses and Jesus. Alas! the majority of men attach themselves to the name 

of the mediator and lose sight of the real purport. (Abdul’Baha – Divine Philosophy) 

 

https://youtu.be/qK29wovs_A4
https://youtu.be/ziZbcNw3RMA
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8. Therefore did Bahá'u'lláh cry, "O God, deliver us from the sea of names!" Man must turn to the 

light and not think that the form of the lamp is essential, for the lamp may be changed; but he who 

longs for light welcomes it from whatever source it comes. If the Jews had comprehended Moses, 

they would have accepted the Christ; but they were occupied with the name and when that name 

was changed they denied the reality. (Abdul’Baha – Divine Philosophy) 

 

9. If we acknowledge that there is a beginning for this world of creation, we acknowledge that the 

sovereignty of God is accidental -- that is, we admit a time when the reality of Divinity has been 

without dominion (lit. "defeated"). The names and attributes of Divinity are requirements of this 

world. The names the Powerful, the Living, the Provider, the Creator require and necessitate the 

existence of creatures. If there were no creatures, Creator would be meaningless. If there were 

none to provide for, we could not think of the Provider. If there were no life, the Living would be 

beyond the power of conception. Therefore, all the names and attributes of God require the 

existence of objects or creatures upon which they have been bestowed and in which they have 

become manifest. If there was a time when no creation existed, when there was none to provide 

for, it would imply a time when there was no existent One, no Trainer, and the attributes and 

qualities of God would have been meaningless and without significance. Therefore, the 

requirements of the attributes of God do not admit of cessation or interruption, for the names of 

God are actually and forever existing and not potential. Because they convey life, they are called 

Life-giving; because they provide, they are called Bountiful, the Provider; because they create, they 

are called Creator; because they educate and govern, the name Lord God is applied. That is to say, 

the divine names emanate from the eternal attributes of Divinity. Therefore, it is proved that the 

divine names presuppose the existence of objects or beings. (Abdul’Baha - Promulgation of 

Universal Peace part 2) 

 

 Closing Prayer 

Lauded be Thy Name, O Lord our God! Thou art in truth the Knower of things unseen. Ordain for us such 

good as Thine all-embracing knowledge can measure. Thou art the sovereign Lord, the Almighty, the Best-

Beloved. 

All praise be unto Thee, O Lord! We shall seek Thy grace on the appointed Day and shall put our whole 

reliance in Thee, Who art our Lord. Glorified art Thou, O God! Grant us that which is good and seemly that 

we may be able to dispense with everything but Thee. Verily, Thou art the Lord of all worlds. 

O God! Recompense those who endure patiently in Thy days, and strengthen their hearts to walk 

undeviatingly in the path of Truth. Grant then, O Lord, such goodly gifts as would enable them to gain 

admittance into Thy blissful Paradise. Exalted art Thou, O Lord God. Let Thy heavenly blessings descend 

upon homes whose inmates have believed in Thee. Verily, unsurpassed art Thou in sending down divine 

blessings. Send forth, O God, such hosts as would render Thy faithful servants victorious. Thou dost fashion 

the created things through the power of Thy decree as Thou pleasest. Thou art in truth the Sovereign, the 

Creator, the All-Wise. 

Say: God is indeed the Maker of all things. He giveth sustenance in plenty to whomsoever He willeth. He is 

the Creator, the Source of all beings, the Fashioner, the Almighty, the Maker, the All-Wise. He is the Bearer 

of the most excellent titles throughout the heavens and the earth and whatever lieth between them. All do 

His bidding, and all the dwellers of earth and heaven celebrate His praise, and unto Him shall all return. 

(The Báb) 


